and divided their time between the village of* Saint-Firmin, near Chantilly, and Paris; and Balzac occasionally paid them visits in the country, and saw Madame de Berny continually in Paris. She was twenty-two years older than Honore, and no doubt supplied the element of motherliness whicli. was conspicuously absent in Madame de Balzac.
She is a gentle and pathetic figure, the woman, who  understood Balzac  as Madame Hanska did. not; who made light of her troubles and suffering's for fear of grieving him in the midst of his owia struggles;  and who, while performing her duties conscientiously as  devoted wife and  mother, fort' twelve years gave up two hours every day to his society.    She lent him money, interceded with his parents on his behalf, corrected his proofs, acted as a severe and candid though sympathetic critic, and above all cheered and encouraged him, and prevented him from committing, suicide in his dark: days of distress.   On the other hand, the friendship of a man like Balzac must have been of absorbing-interest to a woman of great delicacy of feeling-, and evidently considerable literary powers, whose surroundings were uncongenial; and his warm and enduring affection helped her to tide over many of the troubles of a sad life,d at the time give lessons to one of M. and Madame rny's boys. This may have helped to bringtly the Survilles, or at least M. Surville — c it is certain that the devoted Laure would have :>rked herself to death to help Honore — did nottible ascendency of mindtent, except for occasional comment,ways makes for him; and thismily, were observed, by the fiction that the midst of suspense—He goes to Rome—Comes back better in health and spirits—et La Cousine Bette " and " Le Cousin Pons"—Balzac goes to Wiesbaden—Marriage of Comtesse Anna and Comte Georges Mniszech—Balzac and Madame Hanska secretly engaged—Parisian gossip . . 273
